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The Honorable James Quello, Commis§ton
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

..
(;.0
_..J

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Honorable James Quello:

I am the superintendent from the Iron Mountain Public School District, and I would like to thank you for
your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all school
districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities.
The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring
services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connection
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

In the Iron Mountain Public School District, we are strongly committed to technology. Our goal is to
have a cluster ofcomputers in every classroom and to have those computer on-line. With budget
restrictions, we are struggling to try to meet this goal.

With the discounts available, are goal can become a reality. We currently have networked computer labs
that are on-line for the students - at a substantial cost to the district. By utilizing the discounts that are
available, we could dedicate the savings towards the purchase of classroom computers and on-line
access at a reasonable cost.

Mountaineers------ - ----- .. -- ---- -- ----- ---

We create an atmosphere where learning works and excellence prevails.
Our children face the future with confidence

- -mE PLACE TO SUCCEED--

We consider the Iron Mountain Public Schools "The Place To Succeed". To allow our students to
compete in the 21 st century, access to technology of all kinds, must be provided. Distance Learning must
also be available. With our current financial restraints, these goals are extremely difficult to achieve.
The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount is essential for school districts to provide the technology that
is needed to our children.

J1
Mountaineers



Our students need deep discounts for telecommunication services this year. I urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

~;l(w-
Denny Chartier
Superintendent
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Mr. James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communication Commission
Washington, D.C.

It will be a wondeIful day! Twelve fourth and fifth graders from the Brady
Elementary School in Detroit will be receiving their third class operators'
lisences after completing a year of broadcasting training. The students have a
regular DJ show on WDTR-FM and have been learning radio sign language,
script writing, production and techniques for writing commercials.

We would like to invite you to be our special guest at their "graduation" on June
6th at 1:30 P.M. to comment on the future of radio, especially for these students
in the 21st century.

As the hosts of the nationally syndicated radio show, Somewhere in Time, we
have been giving our time to introduce these students to the world of work, at
no cost to the Detroit Board of Education. Frankly, it is one of the most
rewarding experiences we have ever had. We're proud of our students...they
are most professional and serious about their radio class.

Pat Mulligan suggested you might be interested in this project and willing to
be our principal speaker. Our special program will be held at the Brady
Elementary School located at 2920 Joy Road, Detroit Michigan. We would like
to have your acceptance as soon as possible in order to ensure adequate press
coverage.

Carpe Diem!

rr~W~CJI"l 2)M~("~ lv,
Tom Wilson and Sarah Swanson

IJ1ie S I '1' 1{tUfio 9{Jt1JJort
'1'om 'WilSon ant!SaraliSwanson, 9losts
5888 <£. Milkrway
'BfoomfieUl, Midiigan 48301
Tekpliorre (810) 642 - 8068

Originrmng Station ~!fM
9345Lawton 5t'lJenru
fJ)etroit, Midiigan,48206
Tekpliorre (313) 596-3507
'E-:Maif..--'Big'13SI'l@aof.com
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Fox trot to hip-hop
The duo often takes to the road to visit

retirement and convalescent homes. He
goes as he is: she wears a poodle skirt
and saddle shoes. Usually they start by
dancing the fox trot: then, in what Wilson
describes to the crowd as tOOay's music.
Swanson breaks into hip-hop dancing,
"an athletic event" compared to the tamer
dancing of his era, Wilson points oul.

Swanson will "inject a youthful. inquis
itive question that a person my age
wouldn't think of. It's a fresh voice."
Wilson said.

Swanson admits she doesn't listen to
Big Band music at home, but she is
developing a taste for it. "I like that the
music is upbeat and it doesn't make you
think of all the bad things that are hap
pening in the world," she said.

000

Dee McVicker is a free-lance writer and
reglilar contriblltor to RW. Reach her at
(602'545-7363 or roots@l'rimellet.nmr

furnishes great quotes to close each
"Somewhere In Time" show. One of his
most famous: Eat. drink and re-marry.

The show. now syndicated to 40 public
stations. is intended to be educational as
well as entertaining. For example. the show
recently focused on George Gershwin and
his Rhapsody in Blue. which many consid
er the transition between classical and
American popular music.

The usual banter between host and co
host threaded through the Gershwin
show. Ad-libbing. Swanson named a
litany of Gershwin characteristics.
including his 15-cigar-a-day habit and his
penchant for ice cream (a quart a day).
Swanson related that Gershwin would
stick his head in a special machine ahout
the size of a refrigerator, apparently to
promote hair growth. Noting a similar
balding condition on Wilson's head. she
suggested this might be something for
him to try.

"We even play a cigarette commercial
every once in a while, explaining of
course that it is for educational purpos
es:' said Wilson.

Noted personalities and guests take part
on occasion. Richard E. Osgood. a 95
year-old radio veteran known in these parts
as the dean of Detroit radio. talks about the
people of his radio days. He started in
1935 at WXYZ in Detroit. and carl recall
many insightful conversations with the
Lone Ranger and the Green Hornet.

Jack the Bellboy spins a few taks and
records on the show. Now 85. he was the
top OJ in the city in the lale '40s and
'50s. He quit radio when his employer
required him to play Elvis Presley. Local
celebrity Bill Kennedy, 88, telecommutes
from Florida as the show's movie com
mentator, a tradition started 21 years ago.
Quick-wit B. Franklin Steiner. also 88,

own swing.
Not surprisingly. the hosts engage in a

lot of generational ribbing. "People think
of it as a father or grandfather talking to
his daughter." said Wilson.

The shows are unscripted and sponta
neous. They typically open with a guess
who question about a band. singer or era
and include music and commercials from
the'40s and' 50s and other sound bites of
the time. Listeners hear the likes of
Tommy Dorsey. Duke Ellington. Shep
Fields. Garry Moore and Durwood Kirby.
On Thursdays, the show features pipe
organ music.

Some of the music is from Wilson's pri
vate library of 33-1/3 records and digital
ly re-maslered compact discs. Others
come from public domain or from old
time recordings. At last count. the show
had over 1.000 old-time commercials.

Tom Wilson and Sarah Swanson are hosts of 'Somewhere in TIme:----

OFFBEAT RADIO

Father to daughter
Consider the host and co-host of

"Somewhere In Time:' broadcast on
WDTR weekdays at 7 a.m. and
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m.

Tom Wilson. a 66-year-old estate plan
ning attorney, was an all-night platter
pusher in the Detroit market in the prime
of the Big Band era. He fondly remem
bers ribbon mics. 78 rpm turntables and
what was on the turntable at the time:
Spike Jones. the Mills Brothers. Artie
Shaw. Benny Goodman. Three years ago
he returned to the airwaves to host
"Somewhere In Time" with co-host
Sarah Swanson, whom he calls the "gee
whiz" girl.

Swanson. :W. is a student at the
University of Michigan. Dearborn.
Although she is often wide-eyed at the sto
ries about old-time radio (hence Wilson's
nickname for her). she is not a hroadcast
novice. She is a communications major
with high school broadcast experience. Her
repertoire includes digital worbtations.
lapel mics and music with a gopd hit of its

DETROIT Music divides generations.
The young and their elders have been at
odds over whaCs rhythm. whaCs not. and
how loud it should be. no doubt since
humans began rapping on log drums.

A syndicated nostalgia show out of a
high school statiun in Detroit is a notable
exception. "Somewhere In Time" revisits
the airwaves of yesteryear with Big Band
music and old-time commercials. but it
also has an appeal that transcends age.

With support staff and talent ranging in
age from 14 to 95. the show has more
than just violins and remember-whens.

'Somewhere in Time' Bridges Years
by Dee McVicker



1*

• • • •
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

t:IocirEr~I.ECOPy
OR/~;

~UNSHINE PERlOO MAY 6 1997

~.. , ....,

To:
Company:
Fax number:
Business phone:

From:
Fax number:
Business phone:
Home phone:

Date & Time:
Pages:
Re:

The Honorable James Cuello

+1 (202) 4182802

Cheryl West
+1 (912) 9348597

4/25/97 3:46:18 PM
2
E-Rates



The Honorable James Quello

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, NW, Room 844

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Quelllo:

~IJNSHINE PERIOD

I am a consultant at the Heart ofGeorgia RESA in Eastman, Georgia. Our agency serves
ten school systems in the middle Georgia area. Our schools may not be able to afford
Internet access without the E-Rate. All students deserve access to the Information Highway,
and especially systems which are small, rural, and have so few resources. This plan is
essential for preparing our children for tomorrow's work force. I urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you for your dedication and support.

Cheryl West
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L. C. Reading Elementary
360 West 2025 North, Centerville, Utah 84014

Phone: 299-2030 Fax: 299-2663
Craig L: Poll, Principal
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The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Room 802
Washington, D.C., 20054

Dear Commissioner Quello,

As public school teachers, we write in support of meaningful discounts on
telecommunications services for schools and libraries so that every school child and life-.-
long learner can have access to the world of information technology. The
Telecommunications Act-.through its Universal Service Fund provisions-.mandates the
development of special discount rates for all schools and libraries so that they can secure
services at affordable prices.

Educators know that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all of our nation's
children. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-long learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services
in the classroom will also create informed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21 st century.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the FCC a set
of recommendations for implementing the Universal Service Fund provisions related to
schools and libraries. These recommendations would give our learning institutions
significant discounts on all services that are commercially available, with deeper
discounts for those schools and libraries least able to pay and- more expensive to service.
All schools would get discounts on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity,
both of which are essential to providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the
greatest number of students.



We urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they
will provide affordable discounts for a full range of services, and give schools and
libraries flexibility in choosing the services needed to meet each community's diverse
needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC, will make advanced
technology for learning available to all Americans.

Thank You,

). / ,/<,,0
"' . i f

(NaffifSChool)

S\...,...

Undersigned Faculty and Staff ~lembers

.~ ~ (?/)4t. ~~o

Davis County School District, Utah
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The HO!WrclbJe I011tt-1 QUCHCl, C~>nll11i ••h'ner

1~c.-d(,f,,1 CUInn1Uuio.:atil,l1UI C()lnmi~~iou

1919 M Street, NW, ROODl844
Wa.llingtou, DC 20554

Deaf C"Ulmi"iul1er Qucllo:

I am thtl ,upCl'rinh.'1u.1ent of AllJcrfoll SLllloo} Oi.irid Five, anJ 1WO\JJ like It> tllll11k YI,\1 for )'1"11' ~Jicalil'n

in Cl'tlIuring Ibal all ,chool di,lrid.. ilnd eJm:alill1\ Cl'llE'Orli.. wiU have a{fortbbl" i1CL',eu to tile Tn(ormotiol1

S"pcrhigJnvay.

The TC!L'I.:II\lIIII\UliL·illiulli Ad an<]lht! r~Jerol-Slate Jl,illl Boord ~lcdt'illll will it\1ilrillll(!I.' Ihal illI sdullIl Jislrids

willlu,v,- lhe orporlunily to cl'nncd t(l the Intenlct and provide Ji'latlcc-l~onlillS I'Pfll,rltuutiCl'li'. Tht, $2.25
hillioll iI Y'-''-U will aJdrCH the 1l~ (If aU 0\11' .dlMl., anJ importantly, llu~ 1"1011 will hring !Icrvkes Jirclo.:t1y to thl'
cJo••rll(lUl wllttre ,hulen., Jearn. Your indttllion of iut"nllil da••rOtlUl 1o.1dllnedi(1lI1 fM di,Cl)\Ult. ill vilal. Thi~

pl"n i, l"••(mtial {(lr I'repi'lriu~ lh. workforce of tomorrow.

Amknol1 Sc.bool Di,lrid Five is <.'!urrently in the prOCeli'll (If developing networ~iug ;,1Cl~elj11' fl'r up to ICVl'll

compuler. inio all claesr(l<.Hl'l' in our ichool di.trid, which wiU k c<>1upl"ted Juring tIle li'\\1nmer of 1991.
lAtring lhl? 1997-98 school year, ..., hl'pq to iJet at lelJ!lt lhre(' cl1mpulert int" (,'.1",lt of ()t1l' (,1{'11lculllry clD"rl)()Ult'

(oPl'roxinlalcly 260 cla.srOOI11I). Silllo.'lI1 1lIl! aI.o have II aridc l'IU-iI nd",·nrl.: (WAN) lila I Illcse ,,~oJ1lp\\Ic.-rl ...ill how
tllo.1Cen 10, _ will neeel to add Illot'(! hal1clwidth 10 that (1Ur !'h\J~nb will have ilO::CC!'F In tile Tnl,-rnd "11(1 (lifll1lll'c

learning <lI'I'lJrh11'1ities ill the computer. iuto tlu~ clol!'l!rooll1S urc br<'l\1ghl online.

AnJcuon Scltc)ol District Five wo\Jd he abk to take lilele f1UI~ Dnd \Ui! IIlL'1n 10 aJJ aJclilillU<ll

t"Il.'C(ltttlt1\111icalion ,ervi(!e. to our exi.tine system by:

1. The IC<I!'ing of mot'C Tl facilities l~, giv,," l1ecJ('(l hiludwidth al}<l specd til thc dclUr(lllUl in cadl of (lIlT 15
I'dllml. over 0111' wick- ana uet.,-ork (WAN).

2. Tlu: purchase of th" llc...:"",ary r,'uting equipment for th<.,se l1Cl'lV l\l('rvi(le;,l to \1oll!ted tlWjl(! cldJilil'n..JT 1
COIo.,iliti"!1 h., ou!' WAN.
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3. Wilh Ihe aJJiti('ltl"l h8UclwiJlh. Ill'" lIIutJd k· 8],1.- Iv pur&:h."e Ji,IDllc",.learning l'quipmcnt thai would slim...
(,ur .hulen!, tt, ~ involved with ~Jucatitlnal OJ'porhulitics ill other arca. o( th~ l Tni!eel Stah.'S auJ L1wuuJ

llle wurlJ.
4. 'ligh~T rC\~\\rring co.t! fllr thl'''~' necc.leJ tcICCt>11UlltUlicatil,n. fadlmes 1II(ltJJ Jir€'dly affed (tu..gativcly) our

nhility to exronJ lit., 'l1Y'lcJU 111<11 111'" alreZlcly hove.

AcMiti01l01ly, moni". ,ovtJ duoueh tli't~nt1nt, ~(luJJ l"wviJe l11U.dl ,u!\4d r~IOUrC<'\i ttl ,uppurt otller .I':atlC'111k

'lt1l'l.le. 8dlO,,1 Jit'lrid' lleoeJ Jt'C'1' Ji'I.~ll\\nlf for tel~(lmnnUlil.~ati"ni' i'l'MCef this year. i\vailahlc re'(!\ll':t'f fllr
echool Ji"lrit11'" are hmilott ..:!tllllpor<.J ttl the uccJ. 1 urge thl' pee In ltJly support l1H! Jtlint Boarel', eli'\)(lUlll
['Ian (1'( lUlivt>rtFol ,ervk<.· for ,du,(,I,. TluUlk YtlU.

Sillllerel •

1 C. W('IoJw8rcl, Ed. D.
Sllperintendent
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The Honorablo James QueUo, Commissioner
Federal ConuuWllcations Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
WashinglOn, DC 20SS4

RE: CC Docket No. 96·45

Dear Conunissioner Qucllo;

I am Lhe educational teebnolOlY coordinator for the Treullcn COWlly school system, and lwould like to express
my gratitude for the actions you have taken to ensure that allichool districts will have affordable aQCCSs to the
Information Superhighway. In my position., 1am very Pluch aware ofthe impact teeluiology has Oil our ovorydny
lives ond especially on education.

Tam also the vocational education coordinator for our schoo! system and, thus, very OOllcemcd about the
preparation ofour studenLS ror the workforce of tomorrow, nlC Tolooommunic8tions Act and the Federal-State
JOInt Board decision will auar8Dtee that small, rural school systems like ours wHl have tho opportunity to
COMoct to die Internet. It will also allow our school system to continue to provide distance-learning
opportunities. It is important to bring these services directly to dle classroom where students learn. Thus, your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discowlts is en.cia!'

We currently have one dial-in colUlection to the Internet at two ofour dtree schools. Needless 10 say. we CluUlOt
meet the needs of all our students with this limited access. These disoowlts would allow us to provide the
wonderful resources available on the Information Superhighway to a greater' uumbcrs of studellts, fI benefit
n1agnificd by our inaccessibility to l110re traditional resources that nre availabJo to schools in more populated
parts of our state.

Our students need deep discounts for tulocommwlicalions services this yeAr. I urge the FCC to {uUy support the
Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~~
Jane Currie
TC'lMologyNooational Coordinator
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The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
191 1\-'1. Street, N.\:V., Room 8802
Washington, D.C. 20554

..
wo
--I

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello,

I am the school board president for Spring Hill Unified School District No. 230 in Spring
Hill, Kansas. I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will
have affordable access to the Tn()nTIation SuperhiglJ\vay.

The Telecommunications Act anel the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and more importantly, the plan will bring services directly to
the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our district has been using grant funds to equip classrooms and labs with up-to-date
computer equipment. Now we need help to a!lO\v our ~;tudents to learn and communicate
globally.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Katie Fisher
Board President

Board of Education
K'lue Fisher, PreSHlent • Carmen Ellis, Vice President

Craig Drummond, Mcmber • Frank Healy, Membcr • \Villiam Mcck, Member' Bob i\1elcuf, Member
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202 Third Street
SOPERTON, GEORGIA 304!57
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RE: CC DockcL No. 96·45 . '. ."""". '>:-,
,'::,:: ',::~) "~; :,:' '': ',.

D C " Q II' "".::", I ') ,I" l.. / f,' '"car ommlSSloner ue o. ..::..,:~:, "":':;"'"""';" "" 'r'"")':"l".,.', ,,' <I ".,: " ....,.".,,'... ;" I '"',, ~\
,'; ;:::':. ,/, I:'" ",.,~.; ~ rrr; ',.~.. :', "',: .. " "':~'~-\

Iam the superintendent froIn Treutl~¥~~' se~ls,'ariif.(~ \mr.~~'~,~xprcss my gratl.tudo for~ actions

;~~;~~;'~~;;;;S~;~k(;;;:=:ill
have the ~~PO~l~ to COIUlect to:P'te-nlt~~~l~a, III ~uf ~~c~~bal.,~bl~ to ~tlnuc to provide dlstanQC-lcanung
~PPO~tIO~. It IS Important to bn~ ..t~e.,~~s dlt~l~;to: ~~tltss~ where students learn. Thus, your
inclusion oflllternal classroom cOlm~~o~,rot)liscounts' ls.~rucI8L, , .:<'/

1"l~:i~,:"H"'" ('.. :~::;'\'..',. :·""l'.',:,I"" . ::,',;;:::<:/'
We currently have ono dial·in conne<:tioiV~'~l,e InlfCn't lit~o of.o,t,it Uuw schools. NCQdloss to say, we cannot
meet the needs ofall OUt studCllts with thili liriin~;,~~: Th~ 'discounts would allow us to provide the
wondcrrw.rosources available on the Information Superhighway to a greater numbers of students. a benefit
mnanitied by our inaccossibility to more traditional resources that arc available to schools in more populated
parts of our state.

OUf students need deep discounts for tclcconllnunications services tIus year. I urge Lbe FCC to fuUy support the
Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~~WJ~
Gary J. Walden
Superintendent

BOARO MEMIiIF.RS: Chester KiSht. Cl'lairperGon, Chari•• McCOnald. V'ceoChalr"'nlon,
Mrs. Juno Maeon. Freddie Mill., RiC;:ky Walker
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Commissioner James H. QueUo
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Wa.,hington, DC 20554

R.G: CC Doeket Nu, 96·45

MAY 6 1997

Dear Commissioner Quello:

WE are fatuity and staff from t3~R~y ELE.M£!/~n Maryland. We are writjns ill
support of the Universal Servitc discounts for schools and libraries that have been
recommended by the Joint Board.

We would like to thank you for your dedication ill ensuring that all schools and libraries
will have affordable access to the Informalion Superhighway.

.
The Telecommunications Act und thc Joint Board discount plan will guarwltced that even
the poorest schools will have the opportunity to COMect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The S2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools. and, imponandy, the plan will bring 5ervices directly to the classroom whcre
student!IJ learn. Your inclusion ofintcmal classroom COIUlcctions for discount is vital.
This plan is e5l'ential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discOWlts for tclecnmmunications servius this year. We urge \he
FCC to fully support the Joint Hoard's discount plan for univen:al services for schools
and libraries.

Thank you.



04/25/97 14:00 f~X 406 482 1016 @001

~~ ~~J.AJLI ~ck!
He 57 Box ~30 .
Sidney. Mo~tan. 59 0
(406) 482- 088 : I

I I

:I
I,
I I

!I

,I
!I
:I

I
i I
:I

April 23, 1997.

KET LE COPY ORIGINAL

S NSH NE PERIOO

1997

.. '-.-- -_ .... --'-" ...

supJl)OJt ofthe e-rate Telecommunication disco 1. OUr rural school is
. able to hook our school up to 1he iDfl .onthiahwayo

school with 69 students. Our budget' bare nes • the costs of
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The Honorable James {luella
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. NW. Room 844
Washington. DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am the director of a regiDnal educational agency in the Middle Georgia
area. In the rural areas that my agency serves. it is imperative that
students have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

Our school systems need discounts for telecommunications services this
year. 1 urge the Fa; tofuH.y support the discount plan. for universal service
jor schools.

Sincerely,

~t'-JW- ~Ju,J-J
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I am Superintendent of the Springfield Public Schools, a large urban school district in
southwest Missouri. I am writing concerning CC Docket No. 96-45 and to encourage
your continued support for this proposal that will ensure that all schools will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that all schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and
provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing students for the workforce of
tomorrow.

A discount in telecommunication costs would greatly benefit our school system in
many ways. Decreasing costs associated with connecting over 50 sites to our
administrative center and to the Internet, would allow for even greater learning
opportunities for students by allowing the District to expand bandwidths and add more
telecommunication services and equipment.

I believe it is imperative for our District to have deep discounts for telecommuni
cations this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board1s discount plan for
universal service for schools and libraries.

Sincerely,

~IJ~
Arnold Greve, Ed.D.
Superintendent

AG:cr

')40 NORTH I~HERSON . SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI 65802-3790' TELEPHONE 417-864-3841
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RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Quello:
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I am writing in reference to the FCC Federal State Joint Boards recommendation to provide
important discounts to educational institutions for all telecommunications connections within the
classrooms ofour schools.

As Superintendent of the Moshannon Valley School District, I can assure you that we are
committed to providing our students with every possible opportunity to benefit from recent and
ongoing technological developments. However, as a rural school district in an economically
impoverished area, we simply cannot afford costs associated with the expansion of such
opportunities to all of our students. The discounts offered in the Joint Boards recommendations
are essential to our efforts to provide rural students with the same equal opportunity as that
available in wealthier school districts.

I encourage you to support the Joint Boards recommendation and provide schools like
Moshannon Valley with much needed discounts for services and/or internal connections essential
to continued growth and expansion of these wonderful technological opportunities.

Thank you for considering my views.

Sincerely,

if~I1ltLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT

71:nes 1. Lebda, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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The Honorable James Quello, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554
FAX 202-418-2802

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner QueUo:

I am the Superintendent ofSchools for the Pershing County School District in rural
Nevada and ,would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school
districts and education consortia will have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The 52.25 billion a year will address the needs ofall our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce oftomorrow.

Our students need significant discounts for telecommunication services this year.
Whereas we only enroll 1,002 students, our district covers approximately 6,100 square
miles! We are rural and we are distant. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools. Thank you.

Sincerely, --fJ
2J-'~.~.
Daniel W. Fox
Superintendent of Schools
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Dear Commissioner Quello:
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J am writing to you in regards to the rederal ICE-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program. I
am an employee ofthe Lassen County Office ofEducation and I would like to express my strong
support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the a.biJity to provide
distance-learning opportunities. The 52.25 bmion a year will address the needs of schools across
the country. and more importantly, the plan win bring telecommunications services directly to the
classrooms. where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is import,ant to remember
that each element ofthis plan is vital to the overall success ofthe discount program. Therefore,
the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size ofthe Universal Selvice Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is
essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce oftomOlTow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC
commissioners to fully support the recommendations ofthe Joint Board and approve the
proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal selvice for schools and
libraries.

Thank you for your consideration oithis matter.

Sincerely,
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I am a school principal from Wiseburn School District in Hawthorne, CA, and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Here in the 4-school Wiseburn Elementary District, we have passed a bond to re-wire
the electrical systems of our schools so that each classroom will have 10 or more
outlets, instead of the 2 that were included 20 to 40 years ago, when the schools were
built. We will also be installing Cat 5 wiring, at least 5 drops per room, to support
computer networking. We will start with the phone company's Education First ISDN
lines between the schools and our district office, where network access arrives from the
County Office of Education. Later on, we hope to install fiber between some of the
schools (which happen to be located geographically close together), while retaining a
paid telco connection to the more distant school. Your rate reductions will help us there,
as well as in our connection to the County, which we will probably want to upgrade from
ISDN to T1 as more classrooms come online. Your discount to schools for installation
costs of wiring, routers and servers may allow us to have some money left over to buy
workstations

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

-/'j/;(/t&1J &(}{)(1--
~d~:Brough, Principal
Burnett Elementary School
5403 W. 138th Street
Hawthorne, CA 90250
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I am a school principal from Wiseburn School District in Hawthorne, CA, and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and prOVide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Here in the 4-school Wiseburn Elementary District, we have passed a bond to re-wire
the electrical systems of our schools so that each classroom will have 10 or more
outlets, instead of the 2 that were included 20 to 40 years ago, when the schools were
built. We will also be installing Cat 5 wiring, at least 5 drops per room, to support
computer networking. We will start with the phone company's Education First ISDN
lines between the schools and our district office, where network access arrives from the
County Office of Education. Later on, we hope to install fiber between some of the
schools (which happen to be located geographically close together), while retaining a
paid telco connection to the more distant school. Your rate reductions will help us there,
as well as in our connection to the County, which we will probably want to upgrade from
ISDN to T1 as more classrooms come online. Your discount to schools for installation
costs of wiring, routers and servers may aHow us to have some money left over to buy
workstations

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~O~cipal
Cabrillo Elementary School
5309 W. 1351n Street
Hawthorne, CA 90250
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Dear Commissioner Quello:
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I am a principal and the director of special services from Macomb Unit School District # 185 in Mlit'Omb,
Illinois. I appreciate your dedication in ensuring that all school districts will have affordable access to
the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all school
districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities.
The $4.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools and will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

District 185 is making every effort to integrate global communications opportunities into the
instructional program. The scope of this program will be severely limited or perhaps even short-lived
without this discount plan.

Deep discounts for telecommunications services to schools are needed this year. I urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~~.
Sally Sallee
Principal and Director of Special Services
Macomb Unit School District #185
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On behalf of the Board of Education of McPherson USD 418, I would like to thank yO,tl for
your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to t~
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and prOVide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and more importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the work force of
tomorrow.

McPherson USD 418 has a plan for connecting all classrooms, labs, and offices to the
Internet through our local cable television (Multimedia CabJevision) in conjunction
with Southwestern Bell and an internet service provider. However, such services are
very expensive and the ability to maintain them in the face of other needs is often
difficult. Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year.
On behalf of the Board of Education of McPherson USD 418, I urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount pian for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

~01
Dr. ::.:zccabe. Assistant Superintendent

for Business
McPherson USD 418
514 North Main
McPherson, Kansas 67460


